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Comparison of NCORSHFS and NCES in vitiligo
Singh et al., from Chandigarh, India, report a study that aimed 
to compare two different, skin-derived cell suspensions in the 
treatment of stable vitiligo as a randomized, but uncontrolled 
study. Autologous noncultured hair follicle outer root sheath 
cell suspensions were compared with autologous noncul-
tured epidermal cell suspensions in the treatment of vitiligo. 
The authors state that both sources of cells are currently used 
in the surgical treatment of vitiligo, but that no study has yet 
been carried out to assess their relative merits. This small 
study of 30 patients with 47 stable vitiligo lesions shows that 
cell suspensions from the outer root sheath and the epidermis 
were both successful at inducing repigmentation in stable vit-
iligo. The authors report the technique as being safe for both 
sources of cells, with comparable efficacy. Br J Dermatol 
2013; 169: 287–93.
Serum drug levels for predicting clinical 
response in psoriasis
This pragmatic study analysed the association between 
serum adalimumab and etanercept levels and clinical 
response in psoriasis. The authors report that adalimumab 
levels at 4 weeks predict responder status at 6 months. 
Furthermore, the presence of antiadalimumab antibod-
ies was associated with clinical nonresponse. There were 
too few data for the authors to draw conclusions about 
the value of etanercept drug monitoring. They conclude 
by stating that larger studies are now needed to assess the 
clinical utility and cost-effectiveness of these assays in per-
sonalizing therapy in psoriasis. Br J Dermatol 2013; 169: 
306–313.
Genetic associations of psoriasis in a 
Pakistani population
Genetic predisposition to psoriasis is now well estab-
lished, with 41 psoriasis susceptibility loci identified to 
date through genome-wide scanning. This study aimed to 
analyse psoriasis susceptibility associations in a Pakistani 
cohort. Of the 41 genetic susceptibility loci for psoriasis, 
36 have been identified in white Europeans and five in 
Chinese populations. Additionally, five of the 36 loci iden-
tified in white subjects have also been observed in Chinese 
populations. The majority of these identified susceptibil-
ity loci include genes that code for proteins in immune 
and inflammatory pathways. The authors report HLA-Cw6 
as having the strongest association with psoriasis in this 
cohort from Pakistan; HLA-Cw1 showed a marginal associ-
ation. The authors conclude by stating that HLA-Cw6 was 
strongly associated with psoriasis in their study popula-
tion and in every population studied to date. Br J Dermatol 
2013; 169: 406–411.
Observations in paediatric cutaneous lupus 
erythematosus
Paediatric cutaneous lupus erythematosus (LE) is uncom-
mon and inadequately described in the literature. Dickey 
et al. set out to address this shortcoming through a detailed 
retrospective study of 53 children with cutaneous LE. All 
five major subtypes of cutaneous LE were represented. 
Having highlighted the inadequacy of previous studies, 
these authors acknowledge limitations in their own study, 
including low patient numbers and relatively short follow-
up intervals. Br J Dermatol 2013; 169: 428–433.
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